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MEET our new STAFF

Ashleigh Kilgore
A native of Yakima Valley, Ashleigh joined the Office of Rural 
and Farmworker Housing in 2014 after returning to the valley 
from working as a residential interior designer in Spokane, 
WA. Ashleigh brings a range of experience, including space 
planning, project management, architecture, and interior 
design. Ashleigh holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Interior 
Design from Washington State University.

Brandon Jones
Brandon was born and raised in the Yakima Valley. He 
joined the Office of Rural and Farmworker Housing team 
in June 2015 after working for a financial management 
non-profit for eight years. Brandon has worked in the 
financial field for the last twelve years and now brings 
that acumen to ORFH. Brandon holds a Bachelors of Arts 
in Business Management. 

samuel rodriguez
Samuel was born and raised in the Yakima Valley and joined 
the Office of Rural and Farmworker Housing in 2014. Before 
joining ORFH, Samuel worked in property management in 
Ellensburg, WA, and he brings a well-rounded set of skills 
and experience to ORFH. Samuel holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Safety and Health Management and a minor in 
Spanish from Central Washington University.

Left to Right:

Samuel Rodriguez ......................... Project Assistant

Bobbi Alseth .... Director of Housing Development

Nathan Poel ..........Housing Development Specialist

Laurie Waytuck ............... Office and Fiscal Manager

Marty Miller ..................................Executive Director

Ashleigh Kilgore ............................ Project Assistant

Brandon Jones ............................... Project Assistant

Meet OUR team

Unprecedented!  That’s what describes our 
farmworker housing efforts this year.  We are 
fortunate to be in the midst of tremendous 
production serving seasonal and year-round 
farmworkers. We’ve completed construction 
in Cashmere and Mattawa and started 
construction in Granger, Toppenish, Sunnyside 
and Prosser.  New developments in Skagit 
County and Othello are not far away.  You can 
read more about our efforts within these pages.

None of this would be possible without our 
valuable local housing partners, our talented 
and hard-working staff, and our dedicated 
Board of Directors.  At ORFH, it’s always been 
a team effort, and that is never more true 
than today. Together, we can take a simple 
concept of wanting to provide safe, decent 
affordable housing and see it through the maze 
of development that ultimately results in the 
beautiful, functional developments you see in 
our Annual Report.  

These developments will provide over 200 
new units of farmworker housing serving over 
1,000 people. This makes a real, quantifiable 
difference in peoples’ lives.  Thank you to our 
many supporters, partners, collaborators and 
advocates for making this possible!

Marty Miller

A message from Marty miller, 
executive director

POLICY WORK
Part of ORFH’s mission is to represent our rural 
housing providers in public policy.  We advocate 
for resources to successfully build and operate 
affordable housing.  We also actively work with 
public agencies to improve their policies so we 
can more efficiently and effectively deliver high-
quality housing.  We are fortunate to have many 
friends and supporters like US Senators Patty 
Murray and Maria Cantwell, US Representatives 
Dan Newhouse and Susan DelBene, Washington 
Senator Curtis King, Representative Norm 
Johnson, and many others.  We’re dedicated to 
this ongoing work to provide more and better 
opportunities in rural Washington State.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Donald J. Kinney, Chairperson
Northwest Justice Project (retired)

Roberta Gabbard, Vice-Chairperson
Banner Bank

Marty Miller, Secretary
Office of Rural and Farmworker Housing

Susan Duren, Treasurer
WA Community Reinvestment Association

Al D’Alessandro, Director
King County Housing/Community Development

Jon DeVaney, Director
Washington State Tree Fruit Association

Ketha Kimbrough, Director
Sunnyside Housing Authority

Mike Youngquist, Director
Grower



COMPLETE!  Brender Creek IN Cashmere, WA
In the Wenatchee Valley lies Cashmere, Washington, home of Aplets & Cotlets and now the 
Washington Growers Leagues’ (WGL) seasonal agricultural housing development, Brender 
Creek.  This new development contains 6 two-story apartments whose unique configuration 
houses a variety of combinations of residents, from groups to families to single adults.

Brender Creek was built to Evergreen Sustainable Development Standards (ESDS) and includes 
an on–site unit for a manager to assure active management and maintenance. Brender Creek 
includes an attractive, unique open-air community space, playground area, and laundry facility. 
This development is tucked within the town and surrounded by trees. Its spacious layout lends 
to a park-like feel. Brender Creek is also rehabilitating over an acre of wetland buffer area to its 
native riparian state to enhance the Brender Creek watershed.

Brender Creek is within walking distance of downtown Cashmere, allowing convenient access 
to local stores for all residents. The development was completed in May of 2015 and was 
completely leased-up this summer.  When full, Brender Creek can house up to 200 people.

This development was funded through the Washington State Housing Trust Fund and 
Cashmere Valley Bank. In addition to the WGL’s leadership, key partners include our architects 
at ‘environmental WORKS’ and our General Contractor, Walker Construction.

COMPLETE!  ESPERANZA IN MATTAWA, WA
The Housing Authority of Grant County and ORFH have been working on replacing the aging 
Esperanza cargo containers in Mattawa, Washington for the past four years.  The first phase 
of the project was completed this year and leased-up in one day on the first of May!  The first 
phase is comprised of 16 two-bedroom units in townhouse-style apartments with a total of 
128 beds available. 

Thanks to the excellent design by ZBA Architecture and quality building by Fowler 
Construction, Esperanza is a cozy place to live for both families and individuals. Units include 
open space kitchens with island seating, furnishings including comfortable chairs and 
televisions, green space, security lighting, walkways with benches, and a fun new playground 
with state-of-the-art ‘soft fall’ surfaces to protect youngsters.  With such an amazing turnout 
for the first phase of Esperanza, we are excited to begin phase II in Fall 2015 which, when 
finished, will create an additional 128 beds!

The Esperanza Development was funded through the Washington State Housing Trust Fund as 
well as the USDA Rural Development section 514/516 Farm Labor Housing Program.



Rainier park, Sunnyside, WA
The Sunnyside Housing Authority (SHA) and 
ORFH are working together to re-establish 
Rainier Park. This site was originally World War 
II housing and later, a park. The new housing 
will be adjacent to SHA’s current office and will 
consist of two & three bedroom apartments. 
These apartments are designed as both 
townhouses and flats that will provide year-round 
housing for families and agricultural workers 
in Sunnyside.  Construction began in March 
2015 and with construction in full swing, we are 
running ahead of schedule! The buildings are 
beginning to show off the bright and open floor 
plans and great covered porches. The schedule 
will allow the 40 units to begin lease-up later this 
calendar year.  Our development team includes 
our architect, ‘environmental WORKS’, and our 
general contractor, MC Lundgren Construction.   
Rainier Park is funded with the Washington State 
Housing Trust Fund and the Washington State 
Housing Finance Commission’s Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit program.  Tax credit funding 
was closed with National Equity Fund as investor 
and Wells Fargo as construction lender.

prosser Opportunity Housing,
Prosser, WA  
Prosser Opportunity Housing is being 
developed by ORFH and Genesis Housing 
Services of Yakima. We started construction in 
June of 2015. The same team from the Granger 
development (including ZBA Architecture and 
MC Lundgren Construction) will work together 
on our Prosser efforts. The development will 
have 17 two-bedroom townhouses and 33 
three-bedroom townhouses.  Construction is on 
track, and we look forward to another beautiful 
development for families and agricultural 
workers in the area. The need is high here in 
the Yakima Valley, and this development is sure 
to lease-up quickly. We anticipate construction 
completion in the Spring of 2016.  Prosser 
Opportunity Housing’s financing includes USDA 
Rural Development funds, the Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit program with the National 
Equity Fund, Benton County 2060 funds, as well 
as a construction loan from Wells Fargo.

Granger Opportunity Housing,
Granger, WA                                                                                             
ORFH is developing Granger Opportunity Housing 
in continued partnership with Genesis Housing 
Services of Yakima, Washington. This development 
went above the call of duty in constructing 
beautiful townhouse-style apartments for families 
and agricultural workers. Genesis Housing Services 
also made sure the neighboring irrigation ditch 
was encapsulated to make sure the site was the 
safest it could be for all the families. Granger 
Opportunity Housing’s exterior will include fun, 
attractive Inland Northwest colors and upgraded 
rooking. Inside we focused on low-maintenance 
finishes like quartz countertops, tile floors and 
EnergyStar appliances. The development will 
have 16 two-bedroom townhouses and 35 three-
bedroom townhouses for year-round occupancy 
and should be available to begin lease-up in Fall 
2015. Financing includes the Washington State 
Housing Trust Fund, the Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit program with the National Equity Fund, 
as well as a construction loan from Wells Fargo. 
Our architect is ZBA Architecture, and our general 
contractor is M.C. Lundgren Construction.

...Under construction

21%  Federal & State Technical
Assistance Contracts  –  $292,567

4%  Contributions & Grants  –  $67,713

1%  Interest & Other  –  $7,330

74%  Development & Technical 
Assistance Fees  –  $1,037,124

18%  Admin & Other  –  $161,558

2%  Policy & Related 
Expenses  –  $20,062

3%  Fundraising & Misc  –  $22,425

1%  Training  –  $14,076

76%  Development Services  –  $677,889

Toppenish family housing,
TOPPENISH, WA
The Yakima Housing Authority (YHA) and ORFH are 
excited to bring a new housing development for families 
and agricultural workers to Toppenish, Washington. 
Toppenish Family Housing started construction in June 
of 2015. The development will have 8 two-bedroom 
townhouses and 22 three-bedroom townhouses. As 
construction continues, we work toward establishing 
a comfortable and stylish establishment to sit next to 
another YHA developement, Harmony Park.  ORFH 
assisted YHA in acquiring Harmony Park, and those 
units are also going through some rehab to create 
an improved sense of community. Toppenish Family 
Housing will serve year-round farmworker residents. 
The design (courtesy of Bazan Architects) will be an 
attractive, functional, and energy-efficient development 
that fits in with the neighborhood but also stands 
out with a fun architectural style. These town houses 
are sure to impress and should be ready to lease-up 
in Spring, 2016.  We have the benefit of a great team 
including Bazan Architects, Walker Construction (as our 
general contractor) and, of course, YHA. Thanks too to 
our financing partners, including the Washington State 
Housing Trust Fund and the Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit program with investor/partner Raymond James 
Tax Credit Fund, LLC.

DEVELOPMENTS...

2014-2015 PROJECT FINANCING SUMMARY

OUR SERVICES
• Feasibility studies including market 

analyses of local housing need and 
demand, direct household surveys and 
analyses of local agricultural trends.

• Land assembly, including site inventories 
and feasibility analyses of suitable 
parcels, purchase negotiations, and 
environmental assessments.

• Applications/negotiations for 
construction and permanent financing 
from public and private sources.

• Construction oversight, project closeout 
and other owner responsibilities in the 
development process.

• Low interest pre-development 
loans for land options, architectural 
work, surveys, soil testing and other 
costs incurred prior to closing on 
construction/permanent financing.

• Management assistance and training to 
assure long-term viability.

$1,404,734
TOTAL

REVENUE

$896,010
TOTAL

EXPENSES



orfh.org

1400 Summitview Avenue #203
Yakima, WA 98902-2965

P: 509.248.7014
F: 509.575.3845

ORFH IS A 501(C)(3) NONPROFIT CORPORATION

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
We are proud of our accomplishments, but there is no way we could have done so much 
without the support of  our many friends and colleagues.  Our local housing partners 
are critical to our success, and we would like to recognize and thank them.  

 � Banner Bank 
 � Bazan & Associates Architects 
 � CASA of Oregon 
 � Cashmere Valley Bank
 � Catholic Charities Housing Services of Yakima
 � Chelan County/City of Wenatchee  

Housing Authority 
 � Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. 
 � environmental WORKS
 � Fowler General Construction
 � Genesis Housing Services
 � Grant County Housing Authority 
 � Heritage University
 � Homeless Network of Yakima County 
 � Impact Capital 
 � M.C. Lundgren Construction
 � National Association for the Latino Community 

and Asset Builder 
 � National Equity Fund 
 � Northwest Communities Education Center 
 � Okanogan County Housing Authority 
 � Opportunity Finance Network 
 � Oroville Housing Authority 

HELPING RURAL 
COMMUNITIES BUILD

HOPE AND OPPORTUNITIES

 � Othello Housing Authority 
 � Raymond James Tax Credit Funds, Inc.
 � RMC Architects
 � Skagit County Housing Authority 
 � Sunnyside Housing Authority 
 � U.S. Department of Agriculture –   

Rural Development 
 � U.S. Department of Labor 
 � U.S. Department of Treasury  - CDFI Fund
 � Walker Construction
 � Washington Community Reinvestment Association 
 � Washington Growers League 
 � Washington State Department of Commerce - 

Housing Trust Fund 
 � Washington State Housing Finance Commission 
 � Wells Fargo Foundation 
 � Yakima County Asset Building Coalition 
 � Yakima County Grants Management
 � Yakima Federal Savings and Loan
 � Yakima Housing Authority 
 � Yakima Neighborhood Health Services 
 � ZBA Architects


